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Waiting is not a popular past time in our culture today.  Few of us still use
film in our cameras opting instead for digital images that we can down-
load in an instant. We pay our bills over the phone and do our banking
on the internet where there are no long lines of waiting people.  And
when we do go out, if the elevator takes a long time to arrive, we give
the button another series of rapid jabs hoping to speed up its arrival, and
then when it does come, having pushed the floor we want to travel to,
we tut tut at how long the doors take to close.

I often wonder how we came to be so impatient, especially when as
children our parents would spend hours trying to teach us how to wait
patiently saying things like:

    “No, not now, you can have that when you`re older.”
    “Just wait a while and I`ll get it for you.”
    “Wait until your birthday.”
    “Wait a bit, and just be patient.”

At this time of the church calendar we enter Advent, a time of waiting.
It`s a bit of a strange time in the curch calendar, and I am sure that if
most of us were honest, we would probably say that we would like to skip
Advent and jump straight to Christmas.  Yet to do so would mean that we
would miss out on so much.

You see, I read recently that there are two kinds of waiting - passive
waiting and active waiting.

Imagine you are at the railway station.  People are waiting for the arrival
of the train and you notice that in one corner of the waiting room there is
a man who has dozed off.  He is waiting for the train but while he is
waiting he is bored and so has decided to catch up on a little sleep. He
thinks that there will still be plenty of time before the train arrives, and so
for now he is sleeping.  He is passively waiting.



Also waiting for the train is a little boy.  He is excited about the arrival of the
train and then riding on it.  He can`t sit still and constantly goes to the
station door and looks up and down the tracks.  He chatters to the other
people waiting about the arrival of the train, he even asks the sleepy man
if he is getting on the train too.  The little boy`s waiting is full of expectation,
excitement, waiting on tiptoe.  He is anticipating that the train will arrive at
any moment.  He is actively waiting.

Through Advent we can choose to wait passively. Like sitting in a doctor`s
waiting room, it doesn`t take much effort, we can flick through a few
magazines but generally we just do anything. Or, as I hope our series will
encourage us, we can wait actively, with eager anticipation using Advent
for worship, prayer and to talk to others about our expectations and hopes
for Christmas as we eagerly anticipate celebrating the message of God`s
love for all humanity.

So how will you spend the next four weeks?

My prayer is that we will be a people actively sharing the message of
Jesus as we prepare for our celebrations at Christmas.





 FROM THE TREASURER

Offerings
These are the offerings we have received during
November –

General Fund £5,001.74
Communion Offerings – for Christians Against Poverty £358.50

Our Communion Offerings in December will be for our own Agape Fund. This
enables us to respond confidentially to specific needs in the church fellowship
and the local community.

Spurgeons Childcare
During Advent and over the Christmas period we will again be supporting
Spurgeons Childcare who do such good work in very needy situations. There are
envelopes available for those who wish to contribute – or you may use you usual
offering envelope and mark it ‘Spurgeons Childcare’. There will also be a
retiring offering at the Carol Service on the evening of 16 December.

Another year ends
May I ask, please, that if you have expenses to claim from the church or moneys
to bank for the church, or any of the mission agencies we support, that you do
so well before Christmas. This will make the task of balancing the accounts at
the end of the year so much easier.

And finally …
This will be my last contribution to the Church Magazine as your treasurer, so it
just remains for me to thank all those who have encouraged and supported me
so well over the past 6½ years. Although I have thoroughly enjoyed filling that
role I am sure, before the Lord, that it is now time to stand down. Please pray for
Richard and Ann and give them at least the same level of support and encourage-
ment as they take up the work.

I will, of course, continue as a deacon and will look forward to finding other new
opportunities to serve Christ and the church.

Blessings to you all.

Peter Price



Elisabeth Speakman

From the Secretary`s Chair

As we look out our windows morning, noon or
evening there is no doubt that autumn is already
looking and feeling like winter with the low
temperatures and chill winds – a real reminder that

December is now upon us.

I'm so delighted that Steve has printed the pocket sized
information flyers available in the church foyer which reminds us
that December also brings the festive season and when as a
church family we anticipate through Advent the birth of our
Saviour in Bethlehem.

It seems that this year there is such a variety of events we can't
fail to find something to invite a friend or neighbour to attend
here at Clarence from shared teas, fun quizzes to the Christmas
fellowship party and our traditional Carols by Candlelight. Please
be encouraged to take away a flyer and note how many ways
you can begin to build up to Christmas Day perhaps by
considering something different such as the Advent film series.

As a church we continue to try to reach out to our community
and it is this time of year which friends and neighbours can't
help to notice the Christmas season from the high street to TV
advertising. As our 2020 Vision remains in our hearts let's be
brave and simply invite someone to experience Christmas in a
different way, who knows how much they'll discover by just
being in the building with such great people.

So as we consider the reason for the season and the love of God
coming down to earth in the form of baby Jesus I’m reminded of
the compassion and love our Father has for everyone. He
demonstrated his unconditional love in the birth of Jesus who
was born to be our Saviour on the cross.



I am also reminded that Jesus cared for the lonely, the
hungry, the thirsty, the homeless and the despised – let us all
make time to pray for the homeless and the hungry in our
own town this Christmas. God sent His Son and He became
human to help each of us – as Christians we too can take on
the same attitude; ‘Love one another, be compassionate and
humble’ 1 Peter 3.8

Wishing everyone a Very Happy Christmas.

Every Blessing,

Elisabeth



Since the last Newsletter, it is with much sadness to report the
death on 7th November of Peter Lea, Anne Palmer`s brother.
After the great concert Peter organised for 12th October, he was
rushed to Southmead Hospital.  His funeral will have taken
place on Monday 26th  November, before this is printed.  We do
send our most sincere sympathies to his daughter, Sian and Cerys and
of course, sister Anne.

We also need to report the home call in October of little Jean
Marshall who lived in Clifford House. Although not a member,
she liked to meet with the ladies on a Monday night and
enjoyed the Community Coffee mornings.  Our thoughts are
also with the families of Nigel Fortune and Tim Cooke.
Nigel`s elderly mother passed away, and Tim`s niece, a young
lady, died recently too.

Little Noah Harper has had a poorly spell in hospital with
asthma, but is home now. Mary Edwards had an unfortunate
fall in her house which gave her a broken nose and some very
colourful eyes.  Talking about eyes, Sue Green is doing well
after a cataract op. And Berrnice Loveridge is having an eye
procedure on Friday 30th November.  We pray both will recover
quickly.
Apologies to Jean Evans who was inadvertently mentioned as
`June`.  It is good to hear she is now back home after being in
hospital for some time recovering from the effects of a stroke.
Jim Wilson had a spell in hospital, then respite in St. George`s
Nurshing Home while Avril went to Dubai to be with their son
Matthew and family.  Both are now safely back in their home.

Congratulations to Jane King on recently receiving her 30
years Service Award and Certificate from GB Central Office.

Before siging off, we bring you greetings from Dennis and
Anne Lane, and Don Glen, who wish to be remembered to
you all.  We trust you will all enjoy your Christmas activities,
and receive every blessing this Advent Season.
W



Fill in all the squares in the grid
so that each row, column and

each of the 3x3 squares contains
all the digits from

                       1 - 9.

SUDOKU



The nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas
is Advent.  It means ‘coming’.  It refers to Jesus’
first coming as a baby, but it also looks forward
to a day when Jesus is expected to return in tri-
umph at his ‘second coming’ to establish per-
fect justice and a new order of peace.
Originally Christians marked Advent as a time
when they refrained from excessive eating and
drinking.  Then Christmas Day reintroduced

them to the joys of feasting.  Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve
days, with gifts exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 January).  Today,
however, Advent is more likely to be associated with accelerating festivity,
with the days following Christmas something of an anti-climax until

‘twelfth night’, on which decorations are removed.   Many Christians
worldwide are trying to revive the spirit of Advent by setting aside time to
pray and address global poverty.

four
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first
baby
return
triumph
second
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perfect
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order
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A Traditional English Hymn:

This is the truth sent from above,
The truth of God. The God  of love;
Therefore don`t turn me from the door,
But hearken all, both rich and poor.

The first thing that I will relate,
that God at first did man create;
The next thing which to you I tell -
woman was made with him to dwell.

Then after that `twas God`s own choice
to place them both in paradise,
There to remain from evil free
except they ate of such a tree.

But they did eat, which was a sin,
and thus their ruin did begin -
ruined themselves, both you and me,
and all of our posterity.

Thus we were heirs to endless woes
          till God the Lord did interpose

And so a promise soon did run
that he`d redeem us by his Son.

And at this season of the year
our blest Redeemer did appear,
And here did live, and here did preach,
and many thousands he did teach.

Thus he in love to us behaved,
to show us how we must be saved.
And if you want to know the way,
be pleased to hear what he did say.



Letters
I would like to send Christmas greetings and God`s bless-

ing to everyone at CPBC.
                                              Joyce Cooksley,

P.S. I hope to move to Abbeygate sometime this month.
**********

I would just like to thank the Craft Group and congratulate them on the lovely
Christmas decorations they made for the sale.  There were unusual pieces and
a lot of hard work must have gone into making them.

It was good to do something to help one of our own, and it was lovely to have
the opportunity to meet up with old friends.  Also, the tea and cakes went
down very well!

With best wishes to you all.                  Joyce Brownett.
**********

After my brother Peter`s death, I was talking to my school friend Val on the
telephone.  She was telling me that she had told her brother Roger that Peter
had died;  Roger and Peter were at school together.  Roger asked Val how I
would manage without Peter.  Val said, “I told him that you would be all right
that you had a wonderful church family to look after you.”  I agreed with her
and felt I should tell the church family at CPBC what Val had observed.  I
want to say “THANK YOU” once again for your love, care, support and
prayers.
                                                                 Ann Palmer

**********

Dear Friends,,
What can I say I was scompletely taken aback by the help and

donations I received for the Blytheswood Christmas Shoebox
appeal.  You were all tremendous.  I am not going to list  names in

case I forget someone but you all know who you are so a massive thank you
to everyone.  We managed to send 133 bpoxes which exceeded our previous
efforts.  We could have done more but ran out of hats, gloves and sweets.
Everything that was left has been saved for next year`s appeal which I hope
to still do.  I can only do it with your help.
Thank you, you have made a lot of children and adults very happy this Christ-
mas.  God bless you over this festive period. Rosie Pike



Come and join us for our joint GB/BB Christmas evening on Monday 10th

December - starting at 6.30 pm and ending with refreshments.  Items from
the various sections are being practised each week ready.

The girls will be finishing with their Christmas party on Monday 17th Decem-
ber, before returning on Monday 7th January 2019.

Congratulations to Jane  King who has recently received her 30 years service
award and certificate from Central Office!!

Wishing you all  a Happy Christmas and New Year on behalf of the Leaders,
Helpers and Girls.



CLANGERS
The Clangers have had another busy year.  At the beginning of the year we
decided that whatever donations we received from organisations we visit
they would be given away to worthy causes.  We have raised £200 and this
will be split between Research Diabetes UK (Young Persons) and for Nicola
Hocking as she raises money for a new wheel chair.  Nicola is a member of
our group and Nathanial Griffiths who has played with us for some years,
has had diabetes since he was a child.

In all we have played at six different groups around the town. We also hope
to take a small part in the Candle Light Service at CPBC.

We were sorry that Jean Evans, one of our newest members, has been in
hospital and we look forward to seeing her back with us soon.  Jean Jones
has also had to drop out recently due to her move.  However, we have been
delighted to welcome Dave Chinn back with us again.  He is a real help to
the group.

We meet twice a month and always have an enjoyable time together. We
would love to see other folk come along and join with us.





BAPTIST WORLD MISSION
STAMPS,

   POSTCARDS
    COINS
      and OTHER COLLECTABLES
I have just been able to send another box of stamps, coins and postcards
to Baptist World Mission.  Can I say a big thank you to all of you who
continue to collect for this worth while cause.

As we come towards Christmas and many of us receive more mail, can I
once again remind you to save your stamps and let me have them.
Please leave plenty of paper around the stamps as if the corners are
missing they are of no use.  If you have postcards, please do not cut the
stamps off, but give them in tact along with any British and Foreign
coins you have.

Thank you in aticipation of your response.
            Ann Palmer.



General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
– latest update

Following the change to UK data privacy law which came into effect on 25
May which gave individuals more control over how personal information
is used, it is now a good opportunity to update the church on our compli-
ance with the new GDPR regulations.

You may recall during May as a church we collated the data information
collected by all our church groups (known as a data audit) and have used
this as a basis to begin to formulate our over-arching church policy in
accordance with Baptist Union guidelines. It is this policy which also
explain how individuals can continue to receive information by post, email
or telephone as well as how they consent to which personal information
is to be held by the church.

In July the church's small GDPR working group produced a checklist of
actions which included formulating a Church GDPR policy document,
writing a Data Consent Form and a Privacy Notice statement. The church
must also consider notifying the ICO (Information Commissioners Office)
that we are a data controller – in fact the church does hold data and
therefore must register with the ICO.

I am now able to confirm that the small GDPR group after meeting in
November has prepared  three draft documents for consideration by the
leadership team in January and anticipates producing finalised versions
ahead of the church AGM in March.

1. CPBC Data Protection Policy based on BUGB guidelines. It in-
cludes for example a data retention policy which determines for how
long the church retains personal data if someone has moved away
from CPBC.

2. Privacy Notice/Statement – this clarifies the how and why we are
collecting personal information also how it will be shared explaining
individual rights and expectations.

3. Personal Data Consent Form – by returning a signed form individ-
uals will declare which personal information is to be stored and also
decide which details can be included in the next church directory.

Both BUGB and WEBA have produced helpful information on GDPR – if
you're interested to explore further why not browse online;
www.bugb.org.uk

Kevin Speakman





Bombing, fighting and the threat of being kidnapped forced Shakala and her
family from their home in Syria.  When they arrived in Lebanon, Shakala spent
two years out of school because her mum was too scared to let her leave the house.
They were supposed to find a better life in Lebanon but it was almost as hard as
the one they`d left.  Shakala`s mother wasn`t accepted by the people she worked
with and she kept her children in the house without education for two years.  But,
Shakala was determined to go to school.

“Bring me a teacher!” She asked her mother over and over again, but her mother
didn`t know what to do.  But then some neighbours told her about a BMS-
supported learning centre, held at a nearby church.  This was the chance that
Shakala had been dreaming about. She started school and she thrived.  She loved
it so much that she asked for school during the holidays, and the church was able
to set up camps for the children to attend.  Her teachers didn`t just teach her
about Maths and English, but about commitment and working hard.  Things
were starting to look up for Shakala.  But her future was uncertain.
She knows it is likely that she will leave the area soon and have to say goodbye
to her beloved teachers forever.  Her father and extended family are still in Syria,
but if Shakala were to go back there, she might be forced to abandon her
education and marry her cousin.  She  is 14 years old.  Her mum doesn`t want



that to happen, she wants her to pursue her dreams.  Shakala is determined to
achieve her dreams.  She wants to continue studying and travel abroad and become
a detective. Shakala wrote a letter to her teachers saying how much her school
means to her.  She had been taught not only to believe in herself,  but she had been
taught a lot about perseverance and sacrifice.  She says she will go with her head
up to face the world.

Because of Christians in the UK, this learning centre can employ more techers to
inspire children every day.  Your support is bringing stability back into the life of
a child who would otherwise have been forgotten. Your support has allowed
Shakala to have dreams and has given her the ability to make them a reality.  But
there are still children that need help. With your continued support the learning
centre can be expanded and more forgotten children can be found again.

Time is whizzing by as usual, and there are only 20 days for you
to use the church internal Christmas Post Box which is now in the

vestibule!  This is only to be used for cards to friends who come to activities here
at Clarence.  Please address with a FULL name, as there are several Jeans, Pats,
and Davids, etc., which can cause lots of confusion.  If the receipients only attend
a group activity it is helpful to add, for example, Ladies Friendship Group, BB,
Clangers, etc.  We also have a number of new members, so be sure to get their
correct names.

As usual there will be a donations box, and proceeds will be shared between Bap-
tist Missionary Society and Home Mission.

The last request is, Please, Please, do sort your cards into alphabetical order, and
secure safely with rubber bands or in a plastic bag.  This really does help tremen-
dously with sorting, as at least 2000 cards are handled.

Many thanks,          Your Clarence Postie.

P.S.  Although the last Sunday before Christmas is 23rd, it would be helpful to us
all for receiving our cards to have them posted into the box by Sunday 16th De-
cember.  The box will be removed on Sunday 23rd after morning service.  Cards
unable to be distributed then will be left on church premises for collection.



This Christmas...
You can learn many things from children.  How much patience you

have, for instance.
There are only two things a child will share willingly around Christmas - com-
municable diseases and his mother's age.
**
Encouragement
The minister was having a tough time in the run-up to Christmas.  He finally
stretched himself out on the couch to do a bit of what he thought to be well-de-
served self-pitying.
He moaned to wife: 'Nobody in this church loves me ... the whole town hates
me!'
His wife passed by with this encouraging word: 'That can’t be true, Sam.  I’m
sure most people don’t give you a second thought.'
**
Too long in the army
I knew I had been in the army too long when my five-year-old daughter sang
her version of "Silent Night." It went like this: "Silent night, holy night, all is
calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy infantry, tender
and mild ..."
**
Carol singing
Samantha decided to go carol singing on Christmas Eve. She knocked on the
door of a house and began to sing.  A man, holding a clarinet, opened the door
to the house. In a few seconds tears were streaming down his face.
Samantha continued singing for at least a further 20 minutes.  She sang every
carol she knew. At last she stopped. 'I understand,' she said softly. 'You are re-
membering your happy childhood Christmas days.'
Choking back the tears the man replied, 'No...I'm a musician.'
**

Poster found in a church in France (translated)
As you visit this church this Christmas, it is possible that you may hear the call
of God.  However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile, so thank
you for turning it off.  If you want to talk to God, please choose a quiet corner
here, and talk to Him.  If you want to see Him later, send Him a text while driv-
ing.
**



2nd - ADVENT - Mr. Peter Whiteway, remembering Beryl
For her birthday on 3rd.

9th Mrs. Janice Sloper- remembering parents
16th Mrs. Maureen Tubb remembering Paul for his birthday

today.

The new calendar is already waiting for you.  Let me know any
special dates when you would like to provide the flowers.



CONCERT held on 12th October
      Presented by Peter Lea Enterprises

     Raised the sum [to date]  of £510.92

       for The South West Children`s Hospice.

Grateful thanks to all who contributed to this cause.

SINGING PRACTICES
for the Carol Service on 16th December will be:

    Thursday at 12 noon
    Friday at 6 p.m
    Sunday 16th December at 5 pm.

   Christmas Dilemma

What a dilemma for a slimmer
Eating all that Christmas fare,
Getting fatter, what’s it matter?
It’s only once a year.

Now the party has begun,
Crackers and cheese and party hats
Turkey with trimmings, presents with ribbons,
Figgy pudding – do we still eat that?

Food a-plenty, plates all empty
Waistbands bursting, no room left,
Soon we’ll reach for the Alka Seltzer
That’s the truth, I do not jest.

Celebrations, assignations, party frocks with lots of bling,
              But the reason for the season
 Is the Baby in the manger, came to earth as a stranger
              Peace on earth and joy to bring.

by Megan Carter



`SO CRAFTY ` SALE
                         &
                                   COFFEE for a CAUSE
The members of the `So Crafty` Group would like to thank everyone who came
and supported them and helped to raise £445.60p [final total yet to be received]
to help towards Nicola`s wheel chair.

We are all indebted to Marion for all her hard work organising the Group, espe-
cially with Elizabeth being up an down with her health.

The success of the sale was a real surprise and it is brill that the hard work we
put in will be in people`s homes this Christmas.
           Also……………….
A big THANK YOU again for the support of BMS/HM - `Coffee for a Cause`
which has raised £170.  Many thanks to Jayne Goodwin who made some love-
ly cakes , as well as donations from Zilla Long and Elisabeth Speakman.
Thanks also to Rebecca Goodwin who helped serve and wash up.



B  M  S

For the medical work of the Society.

ALL LADIES are invited to join us on Monday eve-
nings from 7.45pm to approximately 8.45pm.

Our programme up until Christmas is:-

3rd December - Carpet Bowls
10th December - Christmas Celebration. [Following after
                           GB and BB Christmas Evening.]

The first meeting in 2019 will be:
21st January - American Supper and Quiz
                           followed by:
28th January - Locking Parklands Outreach - Claire Roberts.

DECEMBER

1st Katie Lawrence
3rd Gordon Cloud
18th Marie Jones
27th Alison Chinn



Solutions to Puzzles



All Sunday Services led by our Minister Rev. S. Christian -
[unless otherwise stated]

Every Wednesday at 10.00 am Holy Commuknion & Prayer - followed by coffee
Every Thursday morning - 10 am to 12 noon Community Coffee Morning

 Worship Jam 4 - 6 pm - [Every 2nd Sunday in month]

******************

Arts & Faith:  Advent

Saturday 1st December 4 pm Small Group Social and Quiz
Bring and Share Tea

Sunday 2nd December @ 3 pm - Annual Memorial Service
Saturday 8th December @ 6 pm - Christmas Concert

Monday 10th December at 6.30 pm - BB & Christmas Evening
Saturday 15th December 2 - 5 pm Christmas Party

 Sunday 16th December @ 6.30 pm - Carols by Candlelight
Saturday 22nd December@ 5.45 pm BB Quiz Night.

25th December @ 10.30 pm Family Service.

The Editor
Wishes a very

Blessed Christmas
To all Church Members

Amd Readers
Of this Newsletter.

************




