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Question for Week following service 29th August 2021

REBOOTING the church

What future will we build after lockdown?

A GENEROUS CHURCH

Mark 14:1-10, 1 John 3:16-18, Acts 20:35,
Matt 6:19-21, Malachi 3:10-12

Preparation

1. Watch the sermon from the church YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/27770Df5GBc

2. Read the passages on the next page and reflect on the questions before meeting with the rest of the group to
explore your journeys together

Group Study

e Begin with a time of prayer — asking God to help you learn something new


https://youtu.be/2Z77ODf5GBc

M a rk 1 4: 1 - 1 O New International Version - UK

Jesus anointed at Bethany

14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief
priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2'But not
during the festival,” they said, ‘or the people may riot.’

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with
an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, ‘'Why this waste of perfume? ° It
could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor.” And they
rebuked her harshly.

6’Leave her alone, said Jesus. 'Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to

me. ” The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will
not always have me. & She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to
prepare for my burial. ® Truly | tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what
she has done will also be told, in memory of her.’

19 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them.

New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

1 John 3:16-18

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity
on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.

Acts 20:35

In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words
the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Matthew 6:19-21

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Malachi 3:10-12

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says
the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that
there will not be room enough to store it. | will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your
fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you
blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.
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Questions for discussion

Reflect and share your experiences together using the following questions.
Take time at the end to ask what is God teaching you this week to help you grow as a disciple of Jesus?

1. Is there anything from the readings or message this week that stood out to you?

2. Who in your life is someone that you would consider a generous person? What
traits or values do you notice as they serve others? How would you like to grow in
being generous to others?

3. We've all been given resources of time, money, and giftedness.
a) In what area would you most like to grow in being more generous to others?

b) What are your fears when it comes to giving/generosity?
(Think outside of just financial giving)

c) What types of blessings have you seen come from tithing? Why do you think
God says to test Him in this? Have you tested Him in this? What have been
the results?

4. Giving is a reminder that we are to be good managers of what God has blessed us
with. What happens when we start acting like “owners” instead of “managers”™?

5. Has giving been a way of praising and worshiping God for you personally? Why or
why not? If so, how has it brought you closer to God?

6. Consider someone in your life today who would benefit from your generosity. How
can you demonstrate generosity to that person today or this week?

Take some time to share prayer needs, pray for one another, for the church and
for our local community before finishing with the words of the grace



