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Big Idea of the Series 
 

The book of 2 Kings covers almost 250 years of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah, focusing on 
rulers, prophets, and the many different currents that ultimately led the Hebrew people to the Babylonian 

exile. This series will consider six people whose chose to remain with God or to turn away from him. 

 
Week 6 – Josiah 

2 Kings 22:1-4, 11-20 & 23:4-23 

 
 

Preparation  
 

1. Watch the sermon from the church YouTube channel:  https://youtu.be/eEGnXUlZXys  
  

2. Read 2 Kings chapters 22-25 to gain more of an insight into the whole of the story. 
 

 

Group Study  
 

• Begin with a time of prayer – asking God to help you learn something new  
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/eEGnXUlZXys


Readings:  
 
 

2 Kings 22:1-4 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

The Book of the Law found 

22 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for thirty-one 

years. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. 2 He did what was right 

in the eyes of the LORD and followed completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right 

or to the left. 

3 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the 

son of Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD. He said: 4 ‘Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and make him get 

ready the money that has been brought into the temple of the LORD, which the doorkeepers have collected 

from the people. 
New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission.  All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

2 Kings 22:11-20 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 12 He gave these orders 

to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the 

king’s attendant: 13 ‘Go and enquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is 

written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD’s anger that burns against us because those 

who have gone before us have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with 

all that is written there concerning us.’ 
14 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophet Huldah, who 

was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, 

in the New Quarter. 
15 She said to them, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: tell the man who sent you to 

me, 16 “This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to 

everything written in the book the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have forsaken me and burned 

incense to other gods and aroused my anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn 

against this place and will not be quenched.” 18 Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to enquire of the LORD, 

“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: 19 because your heart was 

responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken against this 

place and its people – that they would become a curse and be laid waste – and because you tore your 

robes and wept in my presence, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 20 Therefore I will gather you to 

your ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring 

on this place.”’ 

So they took her answer back to the king. 
New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission.  All rights reserved worldwide 
 
 



2 Kings 23:4-23 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

4 The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and the doorkeepers to remove 

from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned 

them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley and took the ashes to Bethel. 5 He did away with 

the idolatrous priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense on the high places of the towns of 

Judah and on those around Jerusalem – those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the 

constellations and to all the starry hosts. 6 He took the Asherah pole from the temple of the LORD to the 

Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem and burned it there. He ground it to powder and scattered the dust over 

the graves of the common people. 7 He also tore down the quarters of the male shrine-prostitutes that were 

in the temple of the LORD, the quarters where women did weaving for Asherah. 

8 Josiah brought all the priests from the towns of Judah and desecrated the high places, from Geba 

to Beersheba, where the priests had burned incense. He broke down the gateway at the entrance of the 

Gate of Joshua, the city governor, which was on the left of the city gate. 9 Although the priests of the high 

places did not serve at the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, they ate unleavened bread with their fellow 

priests. 
10 He desecrated Topheth, which was in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, so no one could use it to 

sacrifice their son or daughter in the fire to Molek. 11 He removed from the entrance to the temple of 

the LORD the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun. They were in the court near the 

room of an official named Nathan-Melek. Josiah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. 
12 He pulled down the altars the kings of Judah had erected on the roof near the upper room of 

Ahaz, and the altars Manasseh had built in the two courts of the temple of the LORD. He removed them 

from there, smashed them to pieces and threw the rubble into the Kidron Valley. 13 The king also 

desecrated the high places that were east of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruption – the ones 

Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the vile goddess of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the vile god 

of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the people of Ammon. 14 Josiah smashed the sacred stones 

and cut down the Asherah poles and covered the sites with human bones. 

15 Even the altar at Bethel, the high place made by Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel 

to sin – even that altar and high place he demolished. He burned the high place and ground it to powder, 

and burned the Asherah pole also. 16 Then Josiah looked around, and when he saw the tombs that were 

there on the hillside, he had the bones removed from them and burned on the altar to defile it, in 

accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by the man of God who foretold these things. 
17 The king asked, ‘What is that tombstone I see?’ 

The people of the city said, ‘It marks the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and 

pronounced against the altar of Bethel the very things you have done to it.’ 
18 ‘Leave it alone,’ he said. ‘Don’t let anyone disturb his bones.’ So they spared his bones and those 

of the prophet who had come from Samaria. 
19 Just as he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed all the shrines at the high places that the kings of 

Israel had built in the towns of Samaria and that had aroused the LORD’s anger. 20 Josiah slaughtered all 

the priests of those high places on the altars and burned human bones on them. Then he went back to 

Jerusalem. 
 



 

21 The king gave this order to all the people: ‘Celebrate the Passover to the LORD your God, as it is 

written in this Book of the Covenant.’ 22 Neither in the days of the judges who led Israel nor in the days of 

the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah had any such Passover been observed. 23 But in the eighteenth 

year of King Josiah, this Passover was celebrated to the LORD in Jerusalem. 
 

New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

Questions for discussion  
 
Take time to talk through as many of the questions as time allows for your group.  
 

 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 

 
2. Is there a book in the bible or passage that has moved you to repentance in 

the same way that reading the law did to Josiah?  

 
3. In what ways did Josiah spur a revival in Judah?  

 
4. What were some of the things he had to do in order to make way for that to 

happen? 

 
5. How might we need to model ourselves after Josiah’s leadership to make 

way for revival in our own lives? Our churches?  

 
6. Can you think of one person that you believe has allowed the Holy Spirit to 

stir revival in his or her heart? What kinds of changes came about? 

 
7. How has this series helped you grow in your faith?  

 

• How has it been a challenge?  
 

• How has it brought you a sense of hope? 

 
8. How can we pray for you this week? 
 

Big Idea of the Message: 
God’s calling in our lives will have impact on those around us and those yet to come.  

We must always be watching for his lead so that we might follow him. 
 

Application Point: 
The most important lesson we can learn in life is to serve God with abandon  

so that he can be honored regardless of what the outcome may be. 


